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were professional soldiers with the modes of thought which belong to soldieis, and beside, the power of the hustings was now the powei of the sword The constitution remained to appearance intact, and means were devised sufficient to encounter, it might be supposed, the new danger. Standing armies were prohibited in Italy Victorious generals returning fiom campaigns abroad were required to disband their legions on entering the sacred soil But the materials of these legions remained a distinct order from the rest of the population, capable of instant combination, and in combination irresistible, save by opposing combinations of the same land The Senate might continue to debate, the Coruitia might elect the annual magistrates The established institutions preserved the form and something of the reality of power in a people governed so much by habit as the Romans There is a long twilight between the time when a god is first suspected to be an idol and his final overthiow But the aristocracy had made the first inroad on the constitution by interfering at the elections with their armed followers and killing their antagonists The example once set could not fail to be repeated, and the rule of an organized force was becoming the only possible protection against the rule of mobs, patrician or plebeian.
The danger from the Germans was no sooner gone than political anarchy broke loose again   Marius, the man of the people, was the saviour of his country He was made consul a fifth time, and a sixth     The party which had given him his command shared, of course, in his preeminence    The elections could be no longer interfered with or the voters intimidated The public offices were filled with the most violent